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NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2019 

Welcome to another edition of the CMA Gloucester 

newsletter 

Words from the Chair! 

Christmas Presents or Christmas Presence? 

We’ve just entered the season of Advent.  For most people these days the significance of 

Advent is that the countdown to Christmas begins in earnest:  the Advent calendar with it’s daily 

dose of chocolate (or even Prosecco!!);  for the culinary well-organised, the meal planning and 

baking gets under way; and the present buying  notches up a gear!! 

But for  Christian people the Advent season has an added meaning (whilst also encompassing 

all of the above!).   Advent is a special reminder of something we carry with us all year round:  

the Saviour of the world came in human form to seek and to save the lost.  But even for 

Christians the reminder is often necessary! 

It’s so easy to get caught up with the busyness of our everyday lives and all the bike activities 

we take part in all year round.  It’s ironic, and sad, that we are so involved in doing stuff for the 

Lord  that we lose sight of why we do it!  Sound familiar?  We would suggest that most of us are 

guilty of that, from time to time.  

So Advent is a gift to us.  This is the opportunity to spend time asking the Lord to reveal Himself 

anew; to help us put into perspective not only our Christmas preparation but also our lives, in 

the light of the Good News of the incredible Grace and Mercy of God. So let’s use this time to 

consider the nature of our response to Christmas: it is the Christmas presents or is it the 

Christmas presence which is central to our celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 

 



 

Our chance to meet a Christian motorcycle racer. 

It had been a long time in the planning and the anticipation had been building: the visit to our 
Ignition meeting by Andy Haynes; a passenger in a racing sidecar outfit; AKA ‘The Racing 
Preacher’; AKA ‘Haynesy’! 

Alan and Liz had first encountered Andy while they were at the Isle of Man TT in 2018 when 
Andy literally materialised before their eyes!  Actually, they were watching one of the Sidecar 
races (at Ballaugh Bridge if you know the TT course) when suddenly a sidecar outfit stopped 
immediately in front of them.  Obviously all eyes were on the racing pair and their bike. But Alan 
and Liz were especially interested in the leathers worn by the sidecar passenger: it had a Bible 
verse and a cross emblazoned on it!  Not usual, I’m sure you agree! 

They made it obvious that they were members of CMA, and Christians, by turning so that Andy, 
should he face their way, could see the white crosses on the back of their jackets. It worked and 
thus begun their relationship with Andy. They consider this a ’God-incidence’!  They are ‘friends’ 
on facebook and keep up with his racing exploits, his all-year round training and his ‘love-hate’ 
relationship with toasters in hotels up and down the UK!  (Do look him up, if you ‘do’ facebook 
(search ‘Racing Preacher’)  and you’ll see what that last comment means.) 

This year’s TT was a very different one from 2018 in that the sun barely broke through during the 
fortnight.  When it did it was glorious!  However, it meant that practice was severely curtailed and 
some races were shortened.  Conditions were tricky at times. Andy’s first race resulted in him 
being ‘spat out’ of the sidecar.  Alan and Liz caught up with him a day or so later and he was 
sore and a bit bruised!  They were able to pray with Andy. Thankfully TT racers are very well 
cared for and the paddock physio was doing sterling work getting him race-fit again.  The prayers 
and physio worked well and Andy was able to take part in the second sidecar race on the 
Thursday, although still feeling ‘worse for wear’. Anyone who’s seen racing outfits in full race 
mode will know that it takes great bravery (and perhaps a little madness!?) to be a passenger, 
but especially if you’re not 100% fit.  Respect!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IGNITION with ANDY HAYNES 

Our thoughts, photos and reactions to the visit of  

The ‘Racing Preacher’ 

These photos were taken 

by Alan at Ballaugh Bridge 

during the 2018 TT races.  

This is the moment when 

Andy and his team-mate, 

John Shipley, pulled up  

and they  

realised that Andy is very  

obviously a Christian  

as it’s emblazoned on his 

leathers! 

Here’s our photo  of Andy’s 

outfit from 2019 second race: 

from The Bungalow up on the 

mountain 



 

‘A BIT ON THE SIDE’ by Brian Jenner 

Have you ever thought you knew quite a bit about something then along comes an expert?!  

This was one of those evenings.  Andy Haynes, AKA the Racing Preacher, came to talk to us on 

11th Nov at the Pavillion. This was to be our last meeting there this year to go out with a bang; 

and it did!    

We were delighted to welcome folk who had been invited.  There were drinks and a few bites to 

welcome all.  When we had gathered and chatted a bit Andy told us about his life racing sidecars 

as a passenger, the guy who does most of the work!!   

He explained and showed pictures and videos of what this involved.  

He talked about how his faith affects how he races and responds to the crowds, racers, and their 

families. We broke off for our now famous puddings, then some more from Andy before we 

reluctantly set off for home. Look him up on his website, face book or even at the race tracks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s some thoughts and reactions to our evening with  

Andy Haynes at the November Ignition meeting: 

A photo close-

up of Andy’s 

racing leathers 

showing the 

signs of where 

he’s been 

‘spilled’ out of 

the sidecar! 

OUCH!!!!  Andy still has pins in various limbs from 

racing accidents. These x-rays are from a race in which 

he became ‘detached from the sidecar and then run 

over as he was in the middle of the track.  



 

Now we know!  by Alan and Liz 

We were so blessed by Andy’s visit to our Ignition meeting.  For us it was a chance to hear more 

of the ‘back story’ of Andy’s racing as we had seen the more ‘public’ face of his exploits up to 

now (apart from pics posted on facebook and the on-going ‘toast-gate’!!).  In particular, it was 

great to hear how his ‘Racing Preacher’ persona grew out of other racers gradually realising that 

here was a Christian person fully involved in motorcycle racing and making no secret of his faith. 

It was a gradual process which lead to Andy placing a small white cross and a verse of Scripture 

on his leathers.  It’s a statement of who he is and who he trusts! 

Even though many racers may not openly acknowledge belief in God they will very often ask 

Andy to pray for them and their families, especially if they, or other racers have been involved in 

a racing accident.  He’s pleased to do that for them and is often asked questions subsequently.  

There’s a lesson in this for us, isn’t there?  In a recent newsletter we shared with you something 

we’d read in our Bible notes: that we may be the only Bible that some people will ever read. For 

Andy’s fellow racers and their families that may be the case, as it may be for bikers we meet and 

interact with all year round. It is at times of crisis that people who may not profess a belief in God 

will turn to Him, or us as belonging to God. Always be prepared to give your testimony or pray 

with folk who respond to your faith. Look up 1 Peter ch 3 v 15. 

Andy also places a piece of masking tape with a verse written on it in the sidecar as he races, in 

a place where he can see it.  He is always open to suggestions for verses to put there.  But it 

also gives some comfort to the guys who ride the outfit; it’s all part of his witness.  

So do pray for him.  It is God’s work that he is doing and we should support and cover him in 

prayer. He loved visiting us and looks forward to when he can come again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thanks to Stewart for photos of our meeting 

The exploits of Andy Haynes ~  reactions & comments: 

‘However, I consider my life worth 

nothing to me; my only aim is to finish 

the race and complete the task the 

Lord Jesus has given me—the task of 

testifying to the good news of God’s 

grace. ‘ 

Acts ch 20 v 24 

Written on Andy’s leathers 



 

As you may be aware on 15th August 2019 PC Andrew Harper of Thames Valley Police was 

killed whilst trying to arrest thieves. Many motorcyclists responded by showing their support to 

his widow Lissie, married only a few weeks before,  and to his fellow officers who lost one of their 

own, as Andy was a motorcyclist, although not a police motorcycle officer.   

A ride of respect was organised in his own area.  

Liz and Alan were registered to attend as Liz is from a police family herself. However, 

circumstances that day prevented them from attending so they asked Anne to tell us about this 

moving and memorable day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC Harper Ride of Respect  by Anne Egan, Bristol branch 

On Sunday I attended the PC Andrew Harper Ride of Respect. It had taken a long time to 

organise and a huge amount of effort by the organisers, who had originally expected “a few bikers 

getting together”. It turned out to be around 5000 riders leaving the start, RAF Benson, and, 

miraculously, over 6000 arriving at the finish point, Abingdon Airfield. 

As the sun shone, warming slightly a cold blue day, we left in staggered groups of 500. This 

allowed the stopped traffic to clear between each group; it was being held back to allow an 

uninterrupted ride. The first group headed off at 12 noon lead by PC Harper’s wife (Lissie) riding 

pillion behind her brother on Andrew’s own bike (restored for the the ride by Lissie’s brother). She 

was joined in the lead by family and friends and then followed by the first block of riders. The RAF 

volunteers ran a first-in first-out system, with the exception of the trikes, sidecars and a random 

Tuk TuK who went as a group. I left at about 1.30pm and the last group at about 3pm. 

The atmosphere at RAF Benson as we waited our turn to leave was friendly, patient and 

respectful. There was a general hubbub of conversation occasionally interrupted by a callout for a 

lost bike or person - these calls would run across the crowd and generally end with bike or person 

being reunited with owner or friend. Food and drink was served by the RAF personnel. Although 

the queues were long up until the briefing at 11.50am, once the ride started to leave, refreshment 

could be obtained with very little queuing.     

Continued next page 

A Ride of Respect:  a brave police officer honoured 



 

The ride itself went without hitch nor hardly a stop. As requested by the organisers the speed was 

kept moderate, we rode in staggered pairs and there was very little revving if not non at all. There 

was almost an unbroken line of watchers and supporters along the 15 mile length of the route 

which included the general public and men and women from all the different emergency services. 

Waves and thumbs-up were the order of the day and occasionally a biker would pull over and 

shake the hand of a watching policeman. 

The ride through Abingdon saw larger crowds mostly clapping and waving but with a sombre air 

which fitted the occasion. A few people were clearly visibly moved and many bikers later reported 

problems with “dust in their eyes”, which is code for “couldn’t hold back the tears”. 

When we arrived at Abingdon Airport we were all neatly rowed up on the runway in a way that 

allowed bikers to leave when they wished. There were food and drink outlets and much needed 

row of portaloos. Each donated all or some of their profits to the Harper family and their chosen 

charities. 

I left to visit my brother, who lives just down the road from the Airport, at around the time the last 

group was setting off from RAF Benson. After being warmed and fed I left for home as it was 

getting dark. I arrived home at about 6pm, tired, cold and satisfied that something important had 

been said about our wonderful police service and one particular officer’s family had received 

support and comfort from a group of strangers who rode motorbikes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Ride of Respect:  a brave police officer honoured 

Thank you 

Anne for your 

words and 

photos of this 

incredible 

event. 



 

Bike Nites : There are no more weekly Bike Nites until Spring 2020.  We’ll post details and 

notices once the new ’season’ starts again. Until then, if you want to find details of past events 

etc the here’s the website.  http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php  

Bike Club meetings:  we are actively involved in several local / regional bike clubs: 
MAG (Motorcycle Action Group): 1st Tuesday of the month—3rd Dec. meet at The Aviator, 
Gloucester Airport, GL51 6SR. 8 to 10pm 
Gloucester Meteors (Triumph): 3rd Thursday - 19th Dec.: The Aviator. 7.30 to 9.30pm 
Honda Owners Breakfast meet: 3rd Sunday - 15th Dec.:  meet at Sainsbury’s café, Barnwood. 
GL4 3RT.  9.30am 
 
Seasonal Bike Gatherings: 
Thursday 26th Dec.: Boxing Day meet at the Whitminster Hotel from 11 am onwards. Food 
available, if you have room after Christmas Day!! Good chance to ‘blow the cobwebs away’! 
Wednesday 1st January:  New Year’s Day meet at The Kings Head, Bishop’s Cleeve.  11am > 
 
CMA Gloucester Church Visit:   
As  mentioned in our last newsletter, we were invited to Tirzah Chapel in Ebbw Vale on Sunday 
1st December. It wasn’t an official branch church visit as we were not involved in taking the 
service but supporting Glos branch friend, Paul Barlow who preached.  A report will be included 
next time. 
 
ADVANCED NOTICE FOR CMA CHURCH VISIT IN JANUARY:  SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:   SUNDAY 26th JANUARY 2020 
VENUE:   WORCESTER CATHEDRAL 
TIMES:   LEAVING GLOUCESTER: TIME TBA 
   SERVICE BEGINS AT 10.30 am 
PARKING: WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN PERMISSION TO PARK IN THE CATHEDRAL   
   GROUNDS. MORE DETAILS TBA 
LUNCH:  THE CATHEDRAL CAFÉ IN THE CLOISTERS IS OPEN FOR LIGHT   
   LUNCHES AND SNACKS. THEY ARE EXPECTING US!!! 

 
More information in our next newsletter 

Here’s what’s happening in December! 

Dates for your diaries: 

http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

CMA Bristol Biker Carol Service:  

15th December 



 

Saturday 7th December 2019 

SANTA'S ON A BIKE 

2019 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Main Ride - Dick Lovett BMW Motorrad to  

Charlton Farm Hospice 

 Dick Lovett’s at: Cribbs Causeway, BS10 7TU 

 Meet from 10:30am. Ready to depart from 12:45pm. 

 Arrive at Charlton Farm hospice around 14:15 
 
 All bikes, trikes, quads and scooters are welcome to join us - there is no charge to attend 

but all donations to Children's Hospice South West are appreciated.  
 

CMA Bristol branch is helping to marshal this event  
 

Any volunteers from CMA Gloucester warmly welcomed! 
 

Please be at Dick Lovett’s in good time before 10.30am 
 

Marshal’s also needed for the ride 
 

Message Penny (Bristol branch Secretary) if you’re planning to go 
and help serve the bikers at this event by marshalling: 

 

‘Santas on a Bike’ 

The annual mad but heartwarming charity bike event 

converging on Bristol! 



What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
When a prayer is answered ….   

 …. Take it to the Lord.  

When you have some good news …. 

…. Take it to the Lord. 

When you are in the mood for rejoicing…. 

…. Take it to the Lord. 

    

When things go wrong …. 

 …. Take it to the Lord. 

When you need wisdom …. 

 …. Take it to the Lord. 

When you are feeling down …. 

…. Take it to the Lord  

 
 

 

…. Take it to the Lord in Prayer 

 
Praise: 

 Brian is getting through his workload especially with his uncle’s estate. He wants to thank 

you all for praying 

 

 Liz and Alan’s friends, Dawn and Andy, have had a partial answer to prayer regarding 

somewhere to live (the details are in the prayer section of November ‘s newsletter). 

 

 I had nothing to share for the introduction to this portion of the newsletter. I prayed about it 
this morning and the above came to me, I believe, on the Holy Spirit’s prompting. I just 
praise God that even though I am going through a tough time at the moment he still 
encourages me and loves me – regardless.  

 
 

 
Continued next page 

  

 

 



Prayer:  

 Dawn and Andy need more ‘pieces to fall into place’. They are trusting God and believing 

for a miracle.  

 Alan has some small health issues which together are a frustrating nuisance   

 Pray for Bristol   who currently do not have a branch Chair. We join with them in prayer for 

God’s will to be done at the branch AGM in February.  Alan and Liz have been asked to 

support, oversee and lead them through the next few months.  Please pray for A & L for 

wisdom, sensitivity and strength.  

 Liz has had some prayer for the arthritis in her hands and wrists. The pain has diminished a 

little, but she is conscious that she has a lot of artwork to do before a major exhibition in 

February.  

 The branch is involved in leading the Biker Carol service with Bristol branch on 15th 

December.  Please pray that it will be well attended and that the Lord will be honoured and 

received. Also, for Santa's on a Bike on 7th December, where CMA members serve the 

vast numbers of bikers who attend that event.  

 Brian asks, “Please could you pray for my son in law Sam who has had a 'bad week' last 

week according to my daughter”.  

 Pray for all ‘Chainlink’ contributors and the Editor so that they can produce a regular, 

interesting and informative magazine.  

 Pray for Colin’s health, that he may have the God given ability to overcome and even be 

healed from the Non-Epileptic Attacks and the other consequences of his inability to cope 

with stress and the normal pressures of life etc.  

 Pray for all the churches we’ve visited this year and our relationship with them.  

 Pray for all the bikers we’ve met, spoken to and given Biker Bibles to.  

 
A prayer for the Christmas season: 

‘Heavenly Father, in all the busyness and trappings of Christmas may we not   forget the 
true meaning why we celebrate Christmas. To remember the birth of the Lord Jesus. Who 
you sent because of your love for us. Your word says ’for You loved the world so much that 
you sent your only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
For you sent not your son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world, 
through Him might be saved. Give us the opportunity the Good News this Christmas. We 
pray for the homeless, those who are lonely and those who are away from home at this 
time. Amen’ 
Now a blessing: 
May God grant you Peace and Joy as you share Christmas with family and friends, not 
forgetting Him.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.   

EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

This has been widely circulated around CMA UK. 

Apologies that we’ve missed the first couple of days! 

 

Why don’t you give this a go? 

It puts Christmas and the story of Jesus into the right perspective. 

 

 

 

 



 

NEWSLETTER  DECEMBER  2019 

We would love to end our newsletter with something  

to make us smile! 

Email us a bike-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR JANUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER  :  FRIDAY 27.12.19 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

Now there’s a Christmas decoration worth considering! 

(Photo seen on face book recently) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Sending love and blessings FOR Christmas and the New Year.  From the Editors: Alan & Liz 


